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All praise belongs to Allah, the Lord of creation. May He mention our prophet in 
the noblest of assemblies and provide him with well-being. As for what follows: 


Today, as misguidance fills the earth and the people of truth are spread far and in 
between, claimants of Islam, tawhid, and the Sunnah have become many. From 
them we have the Rafidah, the Sufi grave-worshipers, the Modernists; but one of the 
most dangerous of these misguided groups are those known as the Madkhaliyyah, 
who have taken the minds and hearts of many youths in the West by storm. With 
their loud speech and stylish slogans, their outward appearances, to the youth in the 
West who have seen nothing but fitnah and fasad, they seem very alluring. Yet all of 
that is merely a mask worn in front of people; so what lies behind it? Will the inner 


match the outer? Or will an ugly, wretched face show? The Madkhaliyyah love 
raising their slogans to attract the youth, but when we look at their beliefs closer and 
compare them to the Quran, Sunnah, and the speech of the muwahhidin from the 
Salaf onwards, we find there are major differences. 


So are the Madkhaliyyah from Ahlus-Sunnah? Or are they one of the groups of the 
Fire? Let us derive this answer from the Quran, Sunnah, and the speech of the 
exemplar scholars. 


One of the beliefs the Madkhaliyyah love to propagate is the belief that if a ruler 
establishes man-made law in the land and makes it binding upon the people, then 
this is not a means of disbelief for this individual. This is one of the central articles 
they teach at their mosques, schools, and even online through social media. It is easy 
for a simple layman to be deceived by them and their trickery, but if we analyze this 
matter with no bias, is that really what the Quran, Sunnah, and the exemplar scholars 
say? First, let’s look at what the Noble Quran says. 


Allah (®) says in Surah al-Maidah, ayah 44: 
“Those who do not judge by what Allah revealed are the disbelievers.” 
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The Madkhaliyyah know of this ayah, but bring a doubt; a doubt which brings the 
prey into the lion’s cave; the doubt of the narration of ibn ‘Abbas. In this narration, 
the blessed mufassir and Sahabi ibn Abbas (4e ál +25) explains this ayah in a 
certain context, saying the kufr mentioned is kufr duna kufr (i.e., minor kufr). 
Ignoring the discussion on the authenticity of this report, the Madkhaliyyah 
nevertheless misapply it and ignore its explanation. Clarifying the report of ibn 
“Abbas, Shaykh Muhammad ibn Ibrahim, the head judge and mufti for the Saudi 
regime from 1953 until he died in 1969 — may Allah have mercy on him, stated: 
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“In regards to what is said to be kufr duna kufr, it is when one judges by other than [the ruling] Allah 
with the belief he is disobedient and that the ruling of Allah is the truth; this is when it comes from 
him once or so. As for whoever ordered and placed man-made laws to be binding, then, this is kufr 
even if they said they are mistaken and the ruling of Allah is better” (Muhammad ibn Ibrahim. Fatawa 
wa Risa“, v. 12, p. 280). 


Next, Allah (#) says in Surah an-Nisa, ayah 60, that litigating to other than what He 
revealed to His messenger is litigating to the taghut. The Sublime said: 


“Have you not seen those who claim to believe in what was sent down to you and 
what was sent down before you? They wish to go for judgment to the taghut while 
they have been ordered to disbelieve in it. And Shaytan wishes to lead them far 
astray.” 
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Thus one of the heads of the taghut, as outlined by Shaykh al-Mujaddid Muhammad 
ibn ‘Abdil-Wahhab, is the ruler who judges by other than what Allah revealed. And 
this takes us to another doubt the Madkhaliyyah spread: not every taghut is a kafir; 
so although ibn ‘Abdil-Wahhab said the ruler who judges by other than what Allah 
revealed is a taghut, he didn’t mean kafir (according to them). For evidence, they cite 
a lone statement of Shaykh Muhammad ibn “Abdil-Wahhab saying one who takes a 
bribe is a taghut. Thus, for them, showing the label taghut can convey another 
meaning besides kafir, as taking a bribe is a sin less than kufr. Little do these 
individuals know! They strip this statement of its context, just as they do with every 
doubt they bring! The context in which the imam is speaking is in relation to 


judging. And so the ruler who takes a bribe and judges by other than what Allah 


revealed is a kafir. This meaning has been related to us from the Salaf. To quote a 
scholar of tafsir, al-Qasimi: 
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It is related in this topic from ibn Mas‘ud, al-Hasan [al-Basri], and an-Nakha‘i 

that these three ayat [of al-Maidah] are general in its application to the Jews and this ummah. So whoever takes a 
bribe and substitutes the [correct] ruling, and thus rules by other than the ruling of Allah, then he has 
disbelieved, oppressed, and acted immorally. This is [also] the view of as-Suddi, because it is what is evident 
from 


the address (dhahir al-khattab) ( Tafsir al-Qasimi, v. 4, p. 147). 


To recap, the exemplar scholars consider a ruler who opposes the ruling of Allah and 
judges by something else a kafir — not only that — a head of kufr: a taghut! However, 
for the Madkhliyyah, such a ruler is an accepted Muslim ruler that other Muslims 
owe their allegiance to. 


The second deviant issue the Madkhaiyyah hold is the belief that if kuffar attack 
Muslims or invade their land, it is not major kufr to aid the kuffar against Muslims. 
Rather, according to them, it is only minor kufr if done out of worldly reasons and 
not out of love of kufr! Allah (®) says in the Quran about those who take the 
disbelievers as allies: 


“Had they believed in Allah, the Prophet, and what has been revealed to him, they 


would have never taken those [kuffar] as allies. But most of them are rebellious.” 
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Allah (#) says clearly in His Noble Book that the ones who ally with the kuffar have 
no iman. Shaykhul-Islam ibn Taymiyyah (ăi 442.5) says regarding this ayah: 


“This indicates the aforementioned iman negates and opposes taking them as allies and that iman and 
taking them as allies can not be combined in the heart” (Majmu’ al-Fatawa, v.7, p. 17) 


Allah (%) also said: 
“And whoever allies with them from among you, then verily, he is from them.” 
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Commenting on this ayah, Shaykhul-Islam states: 


“He related in these verses that the one who allies with them is not a believer; and He related here that 
the one who allies with them is from them” (Majmw’ al-Fatawa, v. 28, p. 193). 


Allah (#5) also says: 


“Have you [O Prophet] not seen the hypocrites who say to their fellow disbelievers 

from the People of the Book, ‘If you are expelled, we will certainly leave with you, 

and We will never obey anyone against you. And if you are fought against, we will 
surely help you.’? But Allah bears witness that they are truly liars.” 
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The grandson of Shaykh Muhammad ibn ‘Abdil-Wahhab, Shaykh Sulayman ibn 
‘Abdullah ey e¢4>)) said in Ad-Dalail fi Hukm Muwalat Ahl al-Ishrak regarding 
this ayah: 
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“So if secretly promising the mushrikin — to join them, assist them, and to leave with them if they are expelled - 
is kufr and nifaq, even if it was a lie, then what about those who display this to them truthfully, went to them, 
entered into their obedience, called to do so, supported them, submitted to them, and became a part of them 
and aided them with wealth and opinion?” (Ad-Dalai!) 


Now, if we compare these principal points of ‘aqidah these exemplar scholars 
mentioned, whom the Madkhaliyyah subscribe themselves to, does their claim to be 
on the same path add up? Not only this, consider the Madkhaliyyah slander those 
today who hold the beliefs outlined above as being Khawarij and “takfiris”. But, 
answer if you are truthful, are those the beliefs of the Khawarij or the beliefs of 
Ahlus-Sunnah? Which group will you choose? 


The choice is up to you. 


All praise belongs to Allah, the Lord creation. 


